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(5)     Forced Marriages:
Illicit pregnancies almost as often lead to forced marriages
as to illegitimate births. In the period 1964-66, in the United States,
65 per cent of all pre-maritally conceived but legitimate (on account
of subsequent marriage though underaged) first births were to girls
under 20, when the child was born, whereas among all legitimately
conceived births only 24 per cent were to such young mothers.
Again during 1965, 49 per cent of American Women getting
divorces were married at ages under 20.22 Kingsley Davis in his
article on Sexual Behaviour, observes, that the marriages in which
the bride is not only young but also pregnant are the least stable of
all. In so far as pre-marital pregnancy leads to forced marriages, it
leads to tragedy".23
(6)     Abortion:
After World War II, Japan and some Scandinavian and East
European countries enacted legislation allowing abortion on liberal
grounds. Three States of the U.S.A., Alaska, Hawaii and New
York have made abortions 'in the first months of pregnancy, a matter
to be determined by a woman and her doctor'. Colorado and
others States in the U.S. have allowed abortion in case of rape or
incest or when the mother's health or the child's heredity is at risk.
The Indian Parliament too has enacted the 'Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Act, 197 V in August 1971, which permits termination
of pregnancy if it involves a risk of grave injury to the physical
or mental health of the mother to be, whether she is single or
married.
"The Illustrated Weekly" issue of 29th August 197124 has
given certain vital statistics about abortion. It shows that the
youngest pregnant girl was just six years old and the oldest was of
60 years. The maximum number of abortions a woman has had in
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